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Military News and More...
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Detour to the States lane 
on The Mid-South Tribune 
and the Black Information 
Highway. Submit news and 
photos for all 50 states to: 

 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

MST sports@prodigy.net 
MSTentertainment 

@prodigy.net 
MSTbusiness@prodigy.net 

BlackInfoHwy@ 
prodigy.net 

 
Welcome, Travelers! 

Travel on the 
Black History Lane 

on 
The Mid-South 

Tribune 
and the 

Black Information 
Highway 

at www.Black 
Information 

Highway.com 
See the 

25th Annual 
Black History 2020 

Special Edition 
and Black History 2021 

Special Edition 
 

Welcome, Travelers! 

 
 Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
2021 Juneteenth Edition!

 
 Watch for  

The Mid-South Tribune’s 
Annual Juneteenth  

Special Edition. 
 Email photos, calendar 

events, news to: 
MSTnews@prodigy.net 

*** 
 To advertise, email to  

MSTbusiness 
@prodigy.net

 
To punish Coke for its 

punishment of  
Black-Owned  & Small  
Businesses in Atlanta, 

we say: 
 

No Coke! 
 No Woke! 

  Drink Pepsi!     
-The Mid-South Tribune-

Opinion:  For Tennesseans, Military Appreciation  Month 
starts at home; ‘Democrat-run White House happy to 
leave our troops to deal with insufficent defense budget’

 
Email sports news and  

photos to  
MSTsports@prodigy.net

Tennessee State Parks to compete 
for prestigious honor in the park 
and recreation industry 
  
NASHVILLE – Tennessee State 
Parks is a finalist for the 2021 
National Gold Medal Awards for 
Excellence in Park and Recrea-
tion Management, according to 
the American Academy for Park 
and Recreation Administration 
(AAPRA), in partnership with 
the National Recreation and Park 
Association (NRPA). 
 “Our state parks system is em-
bedded in the fabric of Tennessee 
communities,” said David Sa-
lyers, commissioner of the Ten-
nessee Department of 
Environment and Conservation. 
“Resource protection, natural 
beauty, top-notch facilities and 
outdoor experiences make Ten-

By U.S. Sen. Marsha  
Blackburn (R-TN) 

 Last month marked Memorial 
Day and the end of Military Ap-
preciation Month. But here in 
Tennessee, showing our gratitude 
to our servicemembers and their 
families isn’t something we do 
just once a year. It’s part of our 
way of life.  
  Recently, President Biden un-
veiled his 2022 budget request, 
which is a stark shift away from 
his usual taxpayer-funded spend-
ing sprees. While he’s willing to 
dole out trillions for energy effi-
cient cars and blue state bailouts, 

football as well as networking op-
portunities to build relationships 
and gain personal insights.” 
 
 This year, participants will learn 
best practices used by quarter-
back coaches, offensive coordi-
nators, head coaches and general 
managers. The Forum will pro-
vide a platform to help prepare, 
educate, and identify quality mi-
nority candidates. The Summit 
will feature various topics includ-
ing how to build a coaching staff 
and winning culture, the qualities 
of a head coach, as well as pro-
vide networking opportunities for 
career advancement. 
 
 “There is an immense amount of 

nessee State Parks among the 
best in the nation.” 
 The National Gold Medal 
awards looks at successes in state 
park management over the last 
several years. During that time, 
significant strides have been 
made in capital project comple-
tion at state parks. These include 
the opening of fully renovated 
lodges at Montgomery Bell and 
Pickwick Landing state parks; re-
juvenating 1930s era cabins at 
Standing Stone, Pickett and 
Cumberland Mountain state 
parks; and the construction of the 
Fall Creek Falls and Cummins 
Falls visitors centers. Tennessee 
State Parks prioritizes access to 
outdoor recreation by partnering 
with school districts and rural 
and distressed counties to im-
prove local access and drive tour-

his priorities sideline much 
needed defense spending. The 
President’s Department of De-
fense budget fails to keep up with 
inflation and does not come close 
to the 3-5% real growth required 
to compete and win against 
China, functionally decreasing 
resources for the military. Rather 
than providing adequate funding 
for both readiness and modern-
ization, Biden is pushing military 
leaders to make the tough 
choices for him. Without the abil-
ity to maintain our defense capa-
bilities, our troops will be at a 
clear disadvantage.  
  In short, the Democrat-run 
White House is happy to leave 
our troops to deal with the con-
sequences of an insufficient de-
fense budget. Such funding 
disparities are unconscionable 
considering the heroic work our 
Tennessee service members and 
their families perform every sin-
gle day. This past year, our Ten-
nessee National Guardsmembers 
bravely joined the fight against 
COVID-19, deploying to the 
most severely affected cities ac-

ross the country to aid front-line 
healthcare workers. In the Vol-
unteer State, Guardsmembers set 
up almost double the number of 
static vaccination sites than any 
other state. Their efforts directly 
helped more than one million 
Tennesseans stay healthy. 
  But we know that the pandemic 
wasn’t the only natural disaster 
to which our troops responded. 
When tornados devastated much 
of our state, the National Guard 
was there to help. When bliz-
zards shut down half of Tennes-
see, the Guard kept the water 
flowing in Memphis and found 

shelter for families in Lynchburg 
and Manchester. Across the na-
tion and in our communities, our 
National Guard troops made tre-
mendous sacrifices to serve their 
country. 
  This level of commitment 
should be more than enough to 
earn more than a passing glance 
from the Biden administration. 
Sadly, Biden’s budget decrease 
represents a larger attitude of am-
bivalence towards our military. 
Not only does it weaken our abil-
ity to deter and compete against 
our adversaries but it also ignores 
the shocking reality that many of 
our military families struggle to 
put food on the table.  
  
 Last month, I introduced a bipar-
tisan bill with Senator Tammy 
Duckworth (R-Ill.) called the 
Military Hunger Prevention Act. 
This is an incredibly important 
piece of legislation that creates a 
Basic Needs Allowance for low-
income military families. Exist-
ing benefits programs like the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assis-
tance Program and free school 

lunches leave military families 
behind as they include housing 
allowances and other military 
benefits in revenue calculations. 
These calculations create the ap-
pearance of higher income, ex-
cluding families that would 
otherwise qualify for assistance. 
Once we pass this bill, families 
will be able to use their Basic 
Needs Allowance to buy gro-
ceries instead of relying on 
picked-over community pantries. 
   
 Although Military Appreciation 
Month has come to an end, we 
still have opportunities to give 
back to our servicemembers who 
have gone above and beyond to 
give back to their communities. 
Supporting the Military Hunger 
Prevention Act is just one step to-
wards recognizing their sacrifice 
and service and that of their fam-
ilies.  
 But there is much more work to 
be done. While Biden’s defense 
budget is a shameful denial of 
our military’s value, I will con-
tinue to advocate for the funding 
our heroes deserve.  

“In short, the Democrat-
run White House is happy 
to leave our troops to deal 
with the consequences of 
an insufficient defense 
budget. Such funding dis-
parities are unconsciona-
ble considering the heroic 
work our Tennessee service 
members and their families 
perform every single day.”

NFL and Black College Hall of Fame host Fourth Quarterback 
Summit and first GM Forum ... from sports page 1

diverse talent in the front office 
and on the offensive side of the 
ball around the country,” said 
Black College Football Hall of 
Fame Co-Founder DOUG WIL-
LIAMS. “It is important to allow 
these bright individuals the op-
portunity to showcase their skills 
to NFL executives and media. We 
hope the exposure the partici-
pants receive from this event re-
sults in advancement 
opportunities.” 
 
 The June 21 Ozzie Newsome 
General Manager Forum will fea-
ture sessions and panels led by 
NFL owners and front office per-
sonnel including: 
 Baltimore Ravens Owner 

STEVE BISCIOTTI 
Black College Football Hall of 
Fame co-founder JAMES 
“SHACK” HARRIS 
New York Giants Owner JOHN 
MARA 
Miami Dolphins Senior Person-
nel Executive REGGIE 
MCKENZIE 
Baltimore Ravens Executive 
Vice President OZZIE NEWS-
OME 
Buffalo Bills Owner and Pres-
ident KIM PEGULA 
 
The June 22-23 Quarterback 
Coaching Summit will feature 
sessions and panels led by NFL 
owners, current and former 
coaches, and front office person-

nel including: 
Cleveland Browns Vice Pres-
ident of Football Operations 
KWESI ADOFO-MENSAH 
 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers Head 
Coach BRUCE ARIANS 
 
New England Patriots Head 
Coach BILL BELICHICK 
Atlanta Falcons Owner and 
Chairman ARTHUR M. BLANK 
Kansas City Chiefs Head Coach 
ANDY REID 
 
Pittsburgh Steelers President 
and NFL Workplace Diversity 
Committee Chair ART 
ROONEY II 

This year, participants will 
learn best practices used by 
quarterback coaches, offen-
sive coordinators, head 
coaches and general man-
agers. The Forum will pro-
vide a platform to help 
prepare, educate, and identify 
quality minority candidates. 
The Summit will feature var-
ious topics including how to 
build a coaching staff and 
winning culture, the qualities 
of a head coach, as well as 
provide networking opportu-
nities for career advance-
ment. 

TN State Parks named finalist for National Gold Medal Award
ism to these communities. Ten-
nessee State Parks provided 
much-needed places of respite 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Over 34 million visitors took ad-
vantage of Tennessee State Parks 
in 2020, with record-setting 
campground and cabin occu-
pancy. 
  Founded in 1965, the National 
Gold Medal Awards program 
honors communities in the U.S. 
that demonstrate excellence in 
parks and recreation through 
long-range planning, resource 
management, volunteerism, en-
vironmental stewardship, pro-
gram development, professional 
development, and agency rec-
ognition. 
  Agencies are judged on their 
ability to address the needs of 
those they serve through the col-

lective energies of community 
members, staff, and elected offi-
cials. Tennessee State Parks joins 
three other finalists in the state 
parks category: Delaware State 
Parks, Ohio Division of State 
Parks & Watercraft, and Texas 
State Parks. A panel of five park 
and recreation professionals re-
views and judges all application 
materials. A winner will be an-
nounced during the 2021 NRPA 
Annual Conference in Nashville, 
Sept. 21–23, 2021. 
  For more information on the 
Gold Medal Awards, visit 
www.nrpa.org/goldmedal or 
www.aapra.org. 
 From its beginning in 1937, 
Tennessee State Parks were es-
tablished to protect and preserve 
the unique natural, cultural, and 
historic resources of Tennessee. 

The public interest has also been 
served by a variety of benefits 
for citizens and communities 
produced by our state park sys-
tem, promoting stronger com-
munities and healthier citizens 
across the state through diverse 
resource-based recreation. Ten-
nessee State Parks is one of only 
two state park systems in the na-
tion to receive accreditation 
through the Commission for Ac-
creditation of Park and Recrea-
tion Agencies (CAPRA). For 
more information, visit tnstate-
parks.com. 


